FEBRUARY 3, 2010

Cornerstone has it put together

It's hard to pick just one
stand out in Cornerstone
Theatre's production of
Stephen Sondheim’s Putting It
Together.

And clearly the vocal per-
formances of Karen Minish
are a stand out. But so is the
work of Parris Greaves in his
“lesser” role as Man 3. Lou-
isa O'Keane delivers and Joe
Morris puts in a performance
with real heart, while JP Thib-
odeau reminds audiences that
he doesn't only direct, he can
sing.

Yet for such a slick, retro
production where the char-

acters use the minimal set
design to sit and reflect out
of the spotlight, it’s the light-
ing itself that plays one of
the most important roles in
Putting It Together — as does
the impeccable work of music
director Debbie Rosen.

She's tightened up the
sound so much so that per-
cussionist Kent Macrae's spar-
kling work is clearly a star
member of the team that puts
out the show. Rosen’s team of
Hugo McLaughlin, and Jenna
Strautman, Macrae and herself
weren't on stage to take a bow
this Saturday night, but they
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very well could have been.

The first act swings through
a modernist, perhaps 1960s-
era Manhattan, cocktail party
and establishes something of a
scene on which the second act
rests. In the first act, 0'Keane
nails Sondheim’s seductive
Academy Award winning
piece, Sooner or Later, per-
formed by Madonna in 1990’s
Dick Tracy.

While in the second act
Greaves' take on Buddy's
Blues (from Follies) had the
audience roaring as did Min-
ish in Getting Married Today
(from Company).

But what makes Corner-
stone’s Putting It Together
really satisfying is that it lives
up to its billing as a touching
performance, it’s an explora-
tion of relationships with sub-
stance, and without ever fol-
lowing a narrative it tells the
story of love.

Putting It Together runs at
Cornerstone Theatre until Feb.
6. Call (403) 609-0004 for show
times and ticket information
or visit atthecorner.ca.
Canmore Leader
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