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Canmore dinner theatre
puts together rousing revue

LOUIS B. HOBSON
Calgary Sun

The Cornerstone Dinner Theatre
in Canmore has put together one of
the best musical revues I've seen in
along while

Putting it Together is a mini musi-
cal showcasing the songs of Stephen
Sondheim, whose works include A
Little Night Music, Sweeney Todd,
Into the Woods Follies, A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum
and Do I Hear a Waltz.

It was created in 1992 in England
and opened off Broadway the fol-
lowing year, but it was the revival
in 1998 which starred Carol Burnett
and Bronson Pinchot that finally gar-
nered it the attention it deserves.

The revival rearranged the 30
songs so they tell a story about a
crumbling relationship of an older
couple played against a younger
couple’s budding relationship.

It's a storyline that most definitely
is not missed in Cornerstone’s pro-
duction under the direction of JP

Thibodeau, who also appears as the

younger man.

Thibodeau has entrusted the roles
of the older couple to Karen J. Minish
and Joe Morris, who bring incredible
depth and emotion not just to their
vocals but to their reactions.

When Minish sings Like It Was
from Merrily We Roll Along, it is not
just the pain in her voice thatis heart
wrenching, but the pain in Morris’
face. It's this attention to detail that
gives the production as much heart
-as it does humour and soul.

Much of the humour comes cour-
tesy of narrator Parris Greaves. He's
a bit of a scamp, milking laughs play-
ing a houseboy to Minish's Everybody
Ought to Have a Maid, but when he
takes centre stage with Buddy's Blues,
he's a song-and-dance-man version
of the Energizer Bunny.

Thibodeau and Louisa O'Keane
have their moments selling Sond-
heim'’s melodies, harmonies and
sentiments with skill, pizzazz and
ease. Everything about Putting It
Together is outstanding, from Deb-
orah Rosen’s dynamite four-piece
band and Amber Bissonette’s catchy
choreography to Bill Brown's func-
tional set and frenetic lighting.

The only drawback is Putting It
Together must end Feb. 6.
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Puttlng it Together

Cornerstone Dinner Theatre (Canmore)
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STARRING
Karen Minish and Joe Morris

: PHOTO SUBMITTED
Joe Morris and Karen J. Minish light up the stage in Putting it Together.

CITYTV THE CALGARY SUN & CJAY 92 PRESENT

RED!-

FRIDAY JANUARY 29

ERTATNMENT VENUE

TIGKETS AVAILABLE AT UNIONEVENTS.COM
TICKETMASTER.CA, ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS i
OR CHARGE BY PHONE 403-777-0000 |

R YOUR CHANCE TO WIN TICKETS, GO TO WWW.CALGARYSUN.COM/CONTESTS.
BEADUNE FOR ENTRY IS NOON ON JANUARY 22ND, WINNERS WILL BE CONTACTED BY PHONE.

X Crtytv EARLY SHOW AT 7PM | LATE SHOW AT 10PM
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